Wednesday, May 8, 2024

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

It’s a Great Market for Downsizing!

Many Lamorindans dream of moving to a smaller home, paying off a mortgage
and keeping property taxes low. I’ve assisted many with that and can ably
guide you through the process.

Now is an opportune time to make your move. Call me and utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate goals.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results

Frank Woodward T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Call 925-433-3988 .+
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www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent PT“I']I“E
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Pouring rain didn’t dampen MOFD Station

45 open house

By Sora O'Doherty
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Orinda resident Kim Chu and her 21-month old son enjoyed exploring the big
red fire engine at MOFD Station 45's open house on Saturday, May 4

Moraga Orinda Fire De-
partment (MOFD) Sta-

tion 45 pulled out all its
trucks for an open house

on Saturday May 4. Al-
though rain continued to
pour down throughout
the event, they had a
great turnout, with
many families enjoying
the free hot dog and
hamburger lunch served
up by fire fighters, let-
ting their children sit in
the driver’s seat of a big

y red fire engine, and
{ browsing information

provided by many local

safety related agencies.
Some Community

groups who had infor-

|
{3 5
P | AT

- i :
Photo Sora O'Doherty

Orinda teacher of the year is a
finalist for county teacher of the year

By Sora O’Doherty

Michelle Goode, an in-
clusion specialist at
Orinda Union School
District, was named one
of five Orinda teachers
of the year and is also
one of four finalists from
whom two will be se-
lected as Contra Costa
County Teachers of the
Year. The 52nd annual
Contra Costa County
Teachers of the Year cel-
ebration will be held at
the Lesher Center for the
Arts in Walnut Creek on
Thursday, Sept. 19.

In addition to Goode,
who is a multi-site
teacher, the teachers of
the year for the Orinda
elementary schools were
named at the OUSD
meeting on April 15. The
teachers of the year are
Kelly Trestrail, Second
Grade Teacher, Del Rey
Elementary School;
Heather Tiraschi, Fourth
Grade Teacher, Glorietta
Elementary School; Jen-
nifer Plumley, Second
Grade Teacher, Sleepy
Hollow Elementary
School; and Dianna
Burns, Kindergarten
Teacher, Wagner Ranch
Elementary School. In
addition, Alison Water-
man, Sixth Grade Core
Teacher, was named
teacher of the year for
Orinda Intermediate
School.

Goode is based at
Del Rey elementary, but
also serves students at
Sleepy Hollow, Wagner
Ranch, and Glorietta ele-
mentary schools. She
says that she is dedicated
to the concept that all
students belong in
school, including stu-
dents with disabilities.
She collaborates with

Michelle Goode, Del Rey Elementary School, finalist
candidate for Contra Costa County Teacher of the Year.

teachers about the best
practices for inclusion.
Goode had high praise
for OUSD’s instructional
assistants who work in
the classrooms.

After earning an un-
dergraduate degree in
journalism at Boston
University, she obtained
her teaching credential
at San Francisco State,
where she loved the
program. OUSD was her
first teaching position,
and she is in her eighth
year there. She lives in
Martinez.

She notes that “A lot
of school districts are
moving towards more
inclusive programs
where people who are
neurotypical get more
experience with people
who may be different.”
She added, “If I weren’t a
strong advocate for in-
clusiveness, I wouldn’t

be in this job, but I think
that everything has to be
student centered and in-
dividualized; no one size
fits all” in education.

Goode explained
that everyone wants to
feel that they belong,
and even when full in-
clusion won’t work,
there are ways for those
with disabilities to have
access to their neurotyp-
ical peers. She conducts
what she calls “push in”
or “pull out” programs
that either help a stu-
dent within the class-
room or outside of it.
She affirms her belief
that the school and the
parents are partners,
and if parents aren’t
happy, she is willing to
come to the table to dis-
cuss options. She also
feels strongly that kids
should be attending
their local schools.
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Serika Orinda

SUSHI REATAURANT

Authentic Japanese Restaurant
Purest Sushi Experience
Since 1992

mation tables included
the Community Emer-
gency Response Team,
the American Red Cross,
The Lamorinda Area Ra-
dio Interest Group, Res-
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pal Utility District, and
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ity. The City of Orinda 0 0
was represented by | 11:30am-2:30pm | 3

James Duff, Education Tuesday -Friday
and Communications

Coordinator.

Fire fighters, includ-
ing Dennis Rein, Emer-
gency Preparedness Co-
ordinator, and MOFD
Board members Mike
Roemer, Steve Danziger,
and Craig Jorgens, min-
gled with the crowd,
chatting about the dis-
trict and fire safety
issues.

*Excludes drinks.
Offer valid with coupon.

Exp. Aug. 31, 2024
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Check out our menu
www.SerikaOrinda.com E

2 THEATRE SQUARE, ORINDA
(925) 386-0230

Berkeley Sculptor
Doug Heine.

Doug specializes in
many forms of art
and sculpture, such as
liturgical art, Marble
and Metal Sculptures,
Paintings and
Tapestries, Fountains,
and mixed media.
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www.art13.gallery/

Bayside Pavers

PAVER DRIVEWAY
PAVER PATIO
CONCRETE
RETAINING WALL
ARTIFICIAL GRASS
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Bayside did an amazing job!
They are true professionals
and their team really took
pride in their work. | was so
impressed !!!

SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE
CONSULTATION
NOw!

925.276.9097

WWW.BAYSIDEPAVERS.COM




